John E. Gaal

January 3, 1947 - May 19, 2020

John E. “Trapper” Gaal, 73, of Fayetteville, formerly of Scotland, PA, passed
away unexpectedly at home on Tuesday, May 19, 2020. He was born January
3, 1947 in Chambersburg, PA, the son of the late John J. and Keoka (Gontz)
Gaal.

John graduated from Chambersburg Area Senior High in 1964 and went on to
serve his country in the US Navy. He was honorably discharged March 30,
1972.

He was a longtime member of St. John’s United Church of Christ, served as a
scout leader in Scotland for many years, and was a member of the Franklin
County Shrine Club, George Washington Council No. 66, George Washington
Royal Arch Chapter No. 176, Acacia Lodge #586, Continental Commandery
No. 56, Zembo Shriners, United States Navy Memorial, Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 1599, Mont Alto Vol Fire Co. No. 1, Chambersburg Club, The
American Legion Post No. 15, and was past Commander of Amvets Post 224.
In his younger years, he belonged to the Franklin County Sports Car Club.

He retired as a Technical lllustrator/Computer Specialist for the US
Government in 2007. His interests and hobbies included leather-working,
wood carving, watching movies, and metal detecting.



John will be sorely missed and lovingly remembered for his kindness, his
humor, his devotion, and compassion. He is survived by his wife, Nancy
(Nessel) Gaal, daughter Jessica (Gaal) Knouse, step-daughter Stacey Monn-
Vudrag (Pierre), step-son Brett Monn (Edie), and grandsons Austin and Ethan
Knouse. He is also survived by his sister Beverly (Gaal) Rensch, nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Due to the Coronavirus, a memorial service will be held at a later date.

Memorial donations may be made to St. John’s UCC, Chambersburg, PA, the
American Heart Association or the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter.



Tribute Wall

Nancy, Never knew John, but if you decided to be with him he must
have been a good man. So sorry for your loss!

Dave Thomas - June 03, 2020 at 06:01 PM



